
1  

 

BROADBAND EXPANSION GRANT APPLICATION 

For Fiscal Year 2022 
 

Primary Applicant (Name and Address):  

  

MH Telecom, LLC d/b/a MHTC 

305 N Iowa St 

Dodgeville, Wisconsin 53533 

Applications MUST be UPLOADED to ERF via the 
Commission’s website, 
http://psc.wi.gov/apps35/ERF_upload/content/mymen
u.aspx. Refer to section 2.3 for detailed instructions.  
 

Applications are due and MUST be uploaded to ERF no 
later than: March 17, 2022 at 4:00pm (16:00) Central 
Time.  Late applications will not be accepted.  
 

Contact for further information: 

PSCStatebroadbandoffice@wisconsin.gov  

Date: 

December 1, 2021 

The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin is seeking applications for Broadband Expansion Grants. The 

Commission may award one or more grants during Fiscal Year 2022 to public and private entities that meet the 

eligibility requirements set forth in Wis. Stat. § 196.504.  This grant round will be funded with bond proceeds 

authorized by the Wisconsin Building Commission pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 13.48(30).  As such, successful 

applicants are subject to the requirements of Wis. Stat. § 13.48(30).  Successful applicants will demonstrate a 

clear and achievable plan to improve broadband communications services in one or more underserved areas in 

the State. 

Applicant Certification: In signing this application, the undersigned verifies under penalty of perjury that the 
Applicant and its employees and agents have not, either directly or indirectly, entered into any agreement or 
participated in any collusion or otherwise taken any action in restraint of free competition with respect to this 
application; that no attempt has been made to induce any other person or firm to submit or not to submit an 
application; that this application has been independently arrived at without collusion with any other proposer, 
competitor or potential competitor; that this application has not been knowingly disclosed prior to the opening of 
applications to any other applicant or competitor; that all of the responses and representations of Applicant in 
this application are true and correct to the best of the undersigned’s knowledge, information, and belief; and that 
Applicant agrees to, accepts, and will comply with all of the terms and conditions respecting this application and 
any award of a broadband expansion grant as may be established in a grant award Agreement.  

 

Name of Authorized Representative (Type or Print)  

      John Van Ooyen 

Title  

   CEO/General Manager    

Phone  (       )        

  

(608) 437-5551 

Signature of Authorized Representative  

  

Date  

  

  

March 16, 2022

PSC REF#:432827
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SUMMARY OF GRANT APPLICATION 

Primary Applicant Name 

 

MH Telecom, LLC  

Amount of Broadband Grant Request (round to nearest dollar) 

 

$732,486 

Federal Employer Identification No. 

 

39-1909951 

Amount of Matching Funds Pledged (round to nearest dollar) 

 
$488,324 

Contact Name and Title 

 

John Van Ooyen, CEO/General Manager 

Total Cost of Proposed Project (round to nearest dollar) 

 
$1,220,810 

Telephone Number 

 

(608) 437-5551 

Project Name 

 

MHTC-Cty Rd K South Iowa County 

E-mail Address(es) 

 

John.vanooyen@mhtcinc.com 

Type of Proposed Broadband Service (FTTH, Cable, DSL, etc.) 

 

FTTH 

Grant Manager, if different than Primary Applicant  

 

N/A 

Type of Proposed Project (Last-mile, Middle-Mile, backbone, other)  

 
Last-Mile  

Grant Manager Contact Name  

 

N/A 

Grant Manager Email Address and Telephone Number 

 

N/A 

If the application proposes a public-private partnership, list the names, addresses, and FEINs of the partner companies or organizations 

 

County of Iowa, 222 N. Iowa St., Dodgeville, WI 53533, FEIN: 39-6005701 

Town of Brigham, 407 Business ID, Barneveld, WI 53507, FEIN: 39-6007914 

Brief Project Description (2 sentences)  

This is a FTTH project along the Cty Rd K south corridor in Iowa County serving 70 FTTH locations, with a foundation to add additional FTTH 

locations in the future.  As an ancillary benefit to this project, MHTC with general funds, will upgrade equipment on 3 existing fixed wireless 

towers and upgrade to fiber based backhaul which will significantly improve broadband access and speeds to approximately 206 additional 

rural locations. (“Project”) 

 

Maximum Proposed Download Transmission Speed 

1 Gbps 

 

Maximum Proposed Upload Transmission Speed 

1 Gbps 

 

Minimum Proposed Download Speed to Customer Location  

100 Mbps 

 

Minimum Proposed Upload Transmission Speed to Customer Location  

100 Mbps 

 

County or Counties served by this project 

Iowa County  

 

Community or Communities served by this project 

Town of Brigham, Moscow, Ridgeway, and Waldwick  

List of the broadband service providers, if any, currently serving the area the applicant proposes to serve 

 

Frontier Communications, Bug Tussel Wireless, LiteWire, MHTC 

mailto:John.vanooyen@mhtcinc.com
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Does proposed project serve an unserved area of the State, as 

defined in Section 1.4 of the application instruction? (yes/no) 

 

No 

Is the Applicant certified as a Broadband Forward! Community or 
Telecommuter Forward! Community, or does the grant project 
propose to serve a Broadband Forward! Community or 
Telecommuter Forward! Community?  (yes/no) Yes 
 

For last mile projects or component the expected number of 

Business Locations that will have access to the improved 

broadband service (i.e., total business locations passed or with new 

service access).  2 

 

For last mile projects or components the expected number of 

Residential Locations that will have access to the improved 

broadband service (i.e., total residential locations passed or with new 

service access). 68 

 

Of the improved business locations, how many locations are 

unserved? 0 

Of the improved residential locations, how many are unserved? 

0 

For providers that are eligible telecommunications carriers will the 

proposed broadband service be available to Lifeline customers?  

(yes/no) Yes 

Are there any programs available for low-income households to 

access low-cost service or discounts?  (yes/no) Yes 

Is the internet service provider currently participating in the 

Emergency Broadband Benefit Program? (yes/no) Yes 

Is the internet service provider currently participating in the 

Department of Public Instruction and CESA purchasing’s Digital 

Learning Bridge? (yes/no)  Yes 

 

Did the internet service provider participate in the Public Service 

Commission’s voluntary Broadband Coverage Data Collection in 

2021? (yes/no)  No (open to this in the future) 
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3.2.2 Description of the Project 

a. Static Map 

Cty Rd K South proposed fiber route (in green) 
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b. Demonstrate Actual Service Available  

MHTC identified forty-five (45) locations on the Wisconsin Public Broadband Map that are located in 

the shaded area depicted as being served.  Appendix A included with this application submission 

serves to demonstrate the actual service available.  Specifically, thirty-six (36) of the residential 

locations that are depicted as served on the Wisconsin Broadband Map indicate “Frontier is not 

available” when researching each individual location. The locations indicated as served are actually 

underserved as the additional providers listed are LiteWire, Bug Tussel Wireless and MHTC. The 

locations in question are heavily wooded with significant tree cover that prevents the transmission of 

fixed wireless broadband service.  Actual examples and mapping material depicting this is also part of 

Appendix A.  

c. Explanation of Proposed Project 

MH Telecom, LLC., d/b/a MHTC (“MHTC”) submits this grant application for a FTTH network in 

the rural area south of the Village of Barneveld in Iowa County in the amount of $732,486 which is 

60% of the project’s $1,220,810 total cost.  MHTC in collaboration with its public-private partnership 

will contribute $488,324 (40% match) to the project.  This last mile project will benefit 70 FTTH 

locations in an underserved quadrant of Iowa county south of the Village of Barneveld.  All FTTH 

locations within the Project area will have the availability of 1 Gbps/1 Gbps bandwidth upon 

completion.  Currently some customers are showing in areas depicted as served on the Wisconsin 

Broadband map however MHTC has speed test letters and support from a combination of these 

locations and locations positioned near or next to locations that report not being able to receive 

broadband service. 

 

The MHTC-Cty Rd K South Iowa County project area is rural, and sparsely populated with permanent 

locations predominantly comprised of family farms and homes.  Although rural these locations still 

have needs for access to telehealth, remote learning, and the ability to work remotely and these needs 

are inhibited and, in many cases, completed prohibited as a result of the lack of access to broadband. 



8  

This access was critical during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic and continues to be critical as 

the rural community in the proposed project area attempts to recovery economically.  

 
The FTTH packages available are: 

- 300Mbps/300Mbps $59.99 

- 600Mbps/600Mbps $79.99 

- 1Gbps/1Gbps  $99.99 

- 2Gbps/2Gbps  $149.99 

The ancillary benefits of upgrading three existing fixed wireless towers are significantly improved 

internet speed and capacity to approximately 206 rural fixed wireless locations.  MHTC estimates 

based on propagation maps and tree coverage that 154 locations will qualify for broadband speeds of 

100 Mbps/20 Mbps and the remaining 52 locations will qualify for Broadband speeds of 50 Mbps/10 

Mbps. 

 

d. Proposed Project Infrastructure Type 

MHTC’s proposed project is a last mile infrastructure project with FTTH design constructed over 

forward looking fiber facilities.  

 

e. Description Broadband Technology 

The technology that will be used for FTTH portion of the project, provisioned via a buried fiber 

network utilizing a 10 Gigabit (Gbps) symmetrical passive optical network (XGS-PON) system which 

will include: integration of fiber optic cable to the premise from the central office or a remote cabinet 

location, OLT and associated XGS-PON system electronics located in the central office and remote 

cabinet locations, centralized splitter cabinets with associated splitters for each designated PON area, 

and optical network terminal (ONT) equipment at the subscriber premise. The FTTH and XGS-PON 

network for this project will be capable of simultaneously serving all 70 locations in the project area 

with initial 1 Gbps speeds that can be scaled to meet future demands. The FTTH network will tie back 

to MHTC’s existing network maximizing efficiencies and capitalizing on the network monitoring and 

redundancy mechanisms in place for existing FTTH network equipment and subscribers. 
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g. Project Schedule 

Project Timeline Project Phase Target Dates   

Project Objectives and Activities 
Year 1  Year 2 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Project Planning and pre-engineering  X               

Ordering and Staging Equipment X X             

Electronics Installation, Set-up and Testing    X X           

Construction: bury mainline and 
distribution fiber, and OSP splicing  

X X X X         

Install drop-fiber and electronics, and 
testing at Subscriber locations  

    X X X X X X 

Digital Literacy and Community Outreach    X X X X X X X 

 

3.2.3 Itemized Budgets 

MHTC has provided a project budget in the Budget and Income Summary, reference page 4 of this 

application. 

 

MH Telecom, LLC., d/b/a MHTC (“MHTC”) submits this grant application for a FTTH infrastructure 

network in the rural area south of the Village of Barneveld in Iowa County along the Hwy K corridor 

in the amount of $732,486 which is 60% of the project’s $1,220,810 total cost.  MHTC in 

collaboration with its public-private partnership will contribute $488,324 (40% match) to the project 

as stated in the pledge resolution and includes a Letter of Interest from RTFC as support of its pledged 

funds. MHTC has provided the costs for FTTH drops, Optical Network Terminals (ONT) and 

professional services that are required to manage and document the FTTH build.   

 

The MHTC-Cty Rd K South Iowa County project budget total costs is primarily derived from the 

purchase, plowing, splicing, and boring of fiber facilities and accounts for $999,080 of the total 

project.  The XGS-PON, OLT, and ONT electronic equipment accounts for $54,920, and installation 

labor and permitting and contingencies make up the remaining $166,810.  As shown in the Budget and 

Income Summary, MHTC is planning to use the grant funds solely for the purpose of constructing a 

FTTH network in order to provide broadband to the underserved locations in the proposed project 

area.  The facilities constructed by MHTC for the proposed project area would be owned and 

maintained by MHTC. 

 

MHTC affirms that the grant, if awarded, will not subsidize the expenses of a telecommunications 

provider or the monthly bills of telecommunications customers.  All grant funds requested in this 

application will be used for the sole purposes of constructing and implementing the proposed 

broadband infrastructure described in this application. 
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3.2.4 Priority Factors Supporting the Application 

a. Matching Funds 

MHTC does commit to contributing matching funds to this grant project.  The matching funds 

commitment substantiation is firm and is supplied as the Letter of Interest by RTFC bank as issued to 

MHTC included with this application.  Additionally, MHTC’s public private partners are committing 

matching funds, Iowa County Resolution No. 8-322 declares their funding commitment and the Town 

of Brigham commits funds in the public private partnership agreement. The funding commitment 

documents are all provided as supplemental documents at the end of the submitted application 

document. 

 

b. Public-Private Partnerships 

MHTC has entered into a Public Private Partnership with the County of Iowa (“Iowa County”) and 

Town of Brigham for the proposed grant project area. The MHTC, Iowa County and Town of Brigham 

partnerships will facilitate the development of broadband services to underserved areas within the 

County and Township boundaries to support economic development and deliver broadband to rural 

families for business, educational and telecommuting opportunities by addressing existing service 

disparities. MHTC, Iowa County and Town of Brigham are committed to and are working diligently 

on a long-term partnership which will promote FTTH and improved broadband access throughout 

Iowa County and Town of Brigham. While MHTC, Iowa County and Town of Brigham are 

contributing matching funds to the Project, the capital investment required to construct the FTTH 

network is costly, and Grant funding is required to create a financially viable business model.  

 

MHTC, is proposing to deliver a sustainable and forward looking FTTH broadband project while 

offering affordable rates and participating in programs to allow low-income subscribers to receive 

additional discounts. If funding is awarded, the proposed project will pass 70 locations offering 

broadband and speeds exceeding those historically required by the Wisconsin Grant Program. 

 

c. Existing Broadband Service 

The entire proposed project area meets the definition of underserved as defined by the Public Service 

Commission of Wisconsin in the Application Guide definitions. MHTC utilized the Wisconsin 

Broadband Map as the basis for determining eligible locations.  Additionally, MHTC requested and 

received speed test data and letters from residents and businesses within the proposed project area 

further asserting and substantiating that the Project area is by definition underserved.  

d. Project Impact 

The MHTC-Cty Rd K South Iowa County project will have a significant impact for the residential and 

business subscribers located in the area providing broadband speeds of up to 1 Gbps to all FTTH 

locations in the project area. The proposed fiber project would provide broadband services to those 

that struggle to access the internet for working remote, remote learning, access to telemedicine, and e-

commerce at speeds of up to 1 Gbps delivered simultaneously to all locations.  

The FTTH packages available are: 

- 300Mbps/300Mbps $59.99 

- 600Mbps/600Mbps $79.99 

- 1Gbps/1Gbps  $99.99 

- 2Gbps/2Gbps  $149.99 



11  

MHTC’s proposed project will assist the rural communities to recover economically from the impacts 

of the COVID-19 pandemic by providing affordable high-speed fiber broadband to these areas that 

lack sufficient access to broadband.  The project will also ensure all rural residents in the proposed 

project areas have equitable access to qualified broadband. Historically, access to broadband was a 

benefit; however, the COVID-19 pandemic has made access to qualified broadband a necessity for 

locations in the area as the shelter-in-place requirement imposed by School Boards, businesses and 

local Governments dictated learning via remote access, working remotely, and medical facilities 

opting for telemedicine virtual visits over in-person for routine medical treatment. 

The ancillary benefits of upgrading three existing fixed wireless towers are significantly improved 

internet speed and capacity to approximately 206 rural fixed wireless locations.  MHTC estimates 

based on propagation maps and tree coverage that 154 locations will qualify for broadband speeds of 

100 Mbps/20 Mbps and the remaining 52 locations will qualify for Broadband speeds of 50 Mbps/10 

Mbps. 

 

e. Scalability 

MHTC’s technology that will be used for the project is FTTH, provisioned via a buried fiber network 

utilizing a 10 Gigabit (Gbps) symmetrical passive optical network (XGS-PON) system. The system as 

installed is forward looking as it is capable of delivering 10Gbps while most other providers current 

maximum available is 1Gbps. Electronics can be upgraded or replaced in the future to meet additional 

bandwidth demand requirements. Additionally, the fiber loop plant and cabinets installed for this 

proposed project area will have capacity for spare fiber and in the hardware to allow for area growth 

and addition of new subscribers to the area. 

 

f. Economic Development  

MHTC’s proposed project will promote job growth, retention and expand the property tax base in the 

proposed project area.  Specifically providing broadband will allow new businesses to move to the 

Barneveld area, serve as a retention tool for small business owners considering moving away from the 

area as a means of obtaining the much-needed broadband connectivity for their operations, and help 

family and new businesses capitalize on opportunities that broadband connectivity will afford them.  

These are not theoretical examples as MHTC is summarizing below letters received from business 

owners substantiating these claims.  The summarized letters are included in their entirety in Appendix 

B of this application. 

 

Letter 01—Bowser—“I also run our farm-based business. I sell wool and products from our 100 sheep 

through my website. To sell to fiber artists I use high quality photography of my products. It takes an 

enormous amount of time to add photos and maintain my website with the slow speed. Additionally, 

when I have a customer that requests more images, I am limited to sending small files. As video is 

becoming more and more important in social media and a company’s web presence my business is 

unable to keep up. It is just not possible to provide video with our current speed. This is what I mean 

when I state that rural citizens (businesses) are at a disadvantage.”  

 

Letter 02—Kaufman—"I am an engineer, and doing 3D CAD work, or dealing with large data sets for 

analysis, has ben a slow process at best, as our company keeps all data on our severs.  My wife’s work 

is hampered in similar ways with her tools for her job taking tens of seconds to complete small tasks, 

where the response is nearly instantaneous when she is in her office.  I have recently taken on 
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consulting work that I do remotely from home, putting a premium on having reliable, high-speed 

connectivity.” 

 

Letter 03—Grimmer & Christenson—"We are residents of Iowa County, Wisconsin and live on 

County Rd K.  Within the last couple years, we moved near Hollandale to start and run a small 

vegetable production farm.  We were hoping to be able to have reliable internet albeit slow however 

most of the time we are getting underserved in speed making it near impossible to run a business with 

an online presence, let alone get other remote job work for winter.  We are sending this letter of 

support for the Broadband Expansion Grant application by Mt. Horeb Telephone Company (MHTC).  

We are in full support of this broadband deployment to provide service to unserved areas of our county 

as the one in which we live.” 

 

Letter 04—Mortvedt—"My wife is also a realtor and maintains her business from our house.  The 

challenges with our internet consistently provide issues communicating with her clients via video calls 

and even voice calls while connected to the internet.  She is forced to call back clients in the middle of 

a conversation and it looks like she is unprofessional.” 
 
g. Effect Upon Broadband Service to Adjacent Areas 

MHTC’s proposed project will not impair the ability of a broadband service provider or competing 

broadband service provider to extend broadband service to areas adjacent to the proposed project area.  

MHTC does not have any exclusive easement or ROW contracts in place. 

 

3.2.5 Other Information Supporting the Application 

 

a. Applicant’s History 

 
MHTC, a Wisconsin based corporation, is certified by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 

(“Commission”) as an Alternative Telecommunications Utility to provide telecommunications service 

in Wisconsin. MHTC is a 100% owned affiliate of Mount Horeb Telephone Company ("Company") 

also a Wisconsin corporation certified by the Commission as an Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier 

(“ILEC”) to provide telecommunications service in Wisconsin. MHTC’s parent company, Mount 

Horeb Telephone Company has been providing telecommunications service in its designated ILEC 

territory since 1919 and internet access since 1995. 

 

MHTC has been providing voice and broadband services to the locations in Dodgeville since 

November 2001. MHTC has been working diligently since 2006 to replace copper plant facilities and 

transition the broadband facilities to all be provisioned over fiber to the home (“FTTH”). MHTC is 

committed to being a strong partner and displaying community involvement while continually 

upgrading equipment and offerings to provide the optimal technology to connect rural clients. 

 

In 2021, MHTC was recognized as being a Smart Rural Community and Gig-Certified provider by the 

National Telecommunications Cooperative Association (NTCA). This means our network was tested 

and was certified capable of speeds up to 1 Gigabit per second (Gbps).  The road to a Smart Rural 

Community (SRC) starts with collaboration between rural broadband providers and forward-thinking 

community members. The NTCA Smart Rural Community program celebrates the commitment of 

these individuals to drive growth and create opportunities within their communities. Robust broadband 

networks built by SRC providers power economic development, effective education, state-of-the-art 

health care and so much more. 
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MHTC has a history of building broadband networks capable of delivering the bandwidth promised 

and honoring commitments to build the networks in rural Wisconsin that are comparable to, or in some 

cases better than, the broadband available in urban areas.  

 

b. Proposed Project Will Not Duplicate Existing Broadband Infrastructure 

 

MHTC’s proposed project will not duplicate existing broadband infrastructure as the proposed project 

area is currently underserved and lacking adequate infrastructure.  

 

c. Description of Applicant’s Financial Ability to Undertake the Project 

 
MHTC’s Parent Company has been in business since 1919 and has built and maintained their network 

through the years with the use of internal staffing and resources. It is this same experienced staff that 

will be undertaking the proposed project. MHTC has an internal customer support team and also 

partners with a Network Operations Center with trained staff that manage and monitor our networks 

24/7/365. MHTC offers a managed SmartGuard home Wi-Fi service to all our Broadband customers. 

MHTC’s network management includes conducting remote checks, monitoring vendor releases, 

software updates, and maintaining network security and performance for all our customers that 

subscribe to our Broadband service. MHTC’s experienced broadband staff consults, builds, installs, 

and provides support 24/7/365 through our trained local staff.  

MHTC’s parent company has been providing state of the art telecommunications services in its 

designated ILEC territory since 1919 and internet access since 1995 and MHTC has been providing 

service in Dodgeville, WI Iowa County since 2001. MHTC has been aggressively deploying FTTH 

throughout its ILEC service territory since 2006, MHTC has been expanding into neighboring rural 

unserved and underserved locations. 

MHTC continues to expand its fiber network to provide sufficient broadband service throughout 

Dane and Iowa County that is scalable and supports future commercial and residential 

bandwidth needs. MHTC prides itself in delivering quality, reliable broadband access at an 

affordable rate. Furthermore, MHTC values the local partnerships we make to improve our 

communities by improving Broadband access with sufficient bandwidth across our footprint including 

extending FTTH in rural communities.  Examples of this include: 

 

In 2016 MHTC applied for and was awarded a Wisconsin Broadband Expansion Grant in the 

amount of $55,360 to expand its fiber network to the City of Dodgeville Business Park and 

nearby businesses in the Town of Dodgeville to provide business customers broadband service in an 

unserved area. This project included 36 business locations and 28 additional business lots 

yet to be developed. This Project was completed by MHTC on March 29, 2017. Over 44 

locations now have access to a FTTH network. 

 

In 2017 MHTC applied for and was awarded a Wisconsin Broadband Expansion Grant in the 
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amount of $126,162 for the Iowa County fixed wireless project. This project provided 

broadband service utilizing fixed wireless to rural Iowa County residents which supported up to 

25Mbps/3Mbps within the project area. This project was completed by MHTC in September 

2019. Over 766 locations now have expanded broadband access. 

 

In 2018 Company applied for and was awarded a Wisconsin Broadband Expansion Grant in FY 

2018 Round #2 in the amount of $244,200. This project was completed by MHTC in November 2021. 

This project delivered FTTH to 74 Town of Brigham locations which have 

access to 1,000 Mbps/1,000 Mbps. 

 

In 2020 Company applied for and was awarded a PSC CARES Broadband Grant in the amount 

of $246,239.60. This project provided FTTH to 2 business locations and 30 residential locations 

and was completed December 2020. 

 

MHTC’s success in broadband deployment is directly linked to the financial, technical, and 

professional expertise from all employee levels within the organization.  It is this experienced staff 

that has aided in the successful deployment of the existing broadband network and projects 

successfully completed over the past few years. MHTC has a proven track record of successfully 

completing infrastructure projects similar to the one being requested as part of this grant application. 

 

 

f. Proposed Project’s Impact on Telehealth 

 
MHTC’s proposed project will be a tool for rural health facilities insomuch as difficulties exist for 

remote rural healthcare facilities because they are often unable to attract, afford or retain specialty 

providers. Telemedicine helps resolve these issues by allowing access to specialists regardless of 

geographic location of the patient or provider. Telemedicine technology paired with specialty medical 

devices can enable a remote physician to “see” the patient as if they were actually in the exam room 

with the patient. The specialist can examine the patient, review vital signs and patient history; provide 

assessment, diagnosis and treatment all while the patient is in the comfort of their own home, 

minimizing or eliminating the need for travel for either the patient or the specialist. 

 

One such provider, Upland Hills Health in Iowa County provided a letter of support, submitted with 

this application, and explaining the problems faced as a result of lack of broadband.  Upland Hills 

Health shared how many rural residents to not have sufficient bandwidth to access telehealth 

appointments, how the health center themselves lack sufficient bandwidth to support a back-up 

broadband connection for disaster recovery of medical records, and how the facility does not have 

sufficient bandwidth to stream internet health programs in the facilities for patients to view. 

 

An entry from Letter 01—Bowser, mentions “I have been unable to use video appointments with my 

physician, we could only maintain a phone conversation due to the lack of video quality with the 

internet speed.” 

 

g. Proposed Project’s Impact on Access to Educational Opportunities 

 

MHTC’s proposed project in Iowa County, where according to U.S. Census data 22.3% of the 

population is between 5-18 years of age, will deliver speeds of up to 1 Gbps to each location. These 

speeds are more than adequate for multiple students within the household to simultaneously stream 

live classroom feeds for virtual school attendance, conduct research for homework assignments, access 

and complete testing, and general access to all educational opportunities available via broadband 

connections.  
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From Letter 05—Underly—"My wife, Dr. Jill Underly (Wisconsin State Superintendent of Public 

Instruction) has to remote into conferences and interviews on almost a daily basis. Many times, she 

cannot use her webcam because of latency. In fact, she has had to drive into Madison to give remote 

interviews and appearances because our connection does not meet the minimum speed requirement. 

My two teenage children, as well as many other children who live along County Road K, could not 

and cannot not effectively remote into their classes.” 

 

Letter 07—Kitelinger—"I'm very grateful that my children are young enough that they didn't have to 

do online learning these past 2 years. They would not have been able to do it at home.” 

 

Letter 08—Nelson—"No one along County Road K in Iowa County, regardless of segment, can 

properly support virtual learning.”  

 

h. Grant Application Support 

 
As mentioned above, MHTC has entered into public-private partnerships which provides matching funds 

for the project area as well as continuing to foster positive community relations. Additionally, MHTC’s 

proposed project is located in Iowa County, which is Certified as a Broadband Forward! Community. 

 

Iowa County unanimously approved two resolutions on March 15, 2022, formally enacting the public-private 

partnership and matching contributions of $146,497 with MHTC.  The resolution documents, numbered 7-322 

& 8-322, are included in Appendix D. 

 

Town of Brigham unanimously approved a public-private partnership with matching funds of $26,151 on 

March 15, 2022.  That agreement is included in Appendix E. 

 

i. Letters of Support 

 

MHTC’s proposed project has garnered significant support and survey responses which show and tell 

the need and impact of lack of broadband in the proposed project area. In addition to the three (3) 

summarized letters below an additional nine (9) are included with this application in Appendix B. 

These letters share the struggles of working from home, accessing telehealth, and inability to conduct 

basic tasks due to lack of sufficient broadband access. 

 

Letter 12—Schlimgen—speaks directly about service quality and the importance of service when 

working from home.  “We have gone multiple days without service and had to find different working 

options when trying to run a business along with my wife working from home, have to find another 

location to work from that has privacy as she needs it for the job she has.” 

 

Letter 10—Meyers—describes the difficulties of the terrain in this area and the limitations it imposes 

on options for reliable service.  “We are constantly searching for new options.  Our home is located in 

a valley, and MHTC has been to our home several times and confirmed that we don’t have line-of-

sight to towers which would allow us to use “wireless” DSL.  We have tried Hughes Net and that was 

a disaster.  Using our phones as wi-fi hotspots isn’t a practical option due to cost and slow speeds.” 

 

Letter 11—Upland Hills Health—mentions the importance of sufficient broadband for telehealth 

needs.  “Adequate broadband is essential in ensuring that our patients have access to telehealth 

appointments. Currently, many of our rural residents do not have sufficient bandwidth for such visits.” 
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j. Discussion on Equitable Factors Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute § 196.03(6) 

 

Broadband Adoption Activities Planned for Project: 

1.  A plan to actively promote the adoption of newly available broadband service to the community. 

MHTC does have a comprehensive plan in place by which it will promote the newly available 

broadband service to the community. This plan includes but is not limited to: 

1. Coordinated communication with the educational community and area schools to raise 

awareness of the new fiber facilities being constructed, updating progress, sharing 

information on how parents of school age children can submit pre orders and offering 

promotions to upgrade and new services when available.  

2. Webpage once available, specifically announcing availability with promotions for 

upgrading and new services in each expansion area community. 

Upon project completion MHTC’s project area will be incorporated into all marketing and sales 

programs to ensure all promotional and educational materials are provided in the incorporated 

MHTC initial service area are also made available to those locations. 

 

2.  Provision of technical support or training on how to connect correctly to the new broadband 

service.  

MHTC will offer its Technical Support access web tools to the locations in the proposed 

project area. The MHTC Support page tools and options were designed to eliminate confusion 

and troubles by creating an avenue for customers to connect directly with technicians and or 

service representatives, and even look through Frequently Asked Questions that may help 

resolve issues. The MHTC technicians and service representatives have received 

comprehensive training and have been deemed the subject matter experts (SME’s) for 

broadband and related home and business networks. Customers have several different avenues 

to access support which include viewing the web tools, calling a Customer Care Center 

number, or emailing the question or trouble.  

3. Digital literacy or online security trainings or events.  

MHTC will offer digital literacy and online security training via its Technical Support page 

and tools which offers a variety of access options providing additional flexibility for those 

seeking help as the product suite has options for customers that exist outside of traditional 

business hours. 

4. Low-income broadband assistance program will be offered. 

MHTC offers Lifeline and Affordable Connectivity discounts to qualifying subscribers as a 

means of offering assistance to low-income broadband subscribers. As additional 

consideration, MHTC did develop the pricing for tiers of service with the community in mind 

and has priced all qualifying broadband services in a manner comparable or lower than that of 

other broadband providers in the state. 
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4.5 Evaluation Criteria: This Application’s Criteria Merit Points 

 

a. Matching funds (10 points).   

MHTC’s application includes matching funds of 40% contributed in combination of MHTC and its 

public-private partners. 

b. Public-private partnerships (10 points).   

MHTC’s application includes public-private partnerships between MHTC, County of Iowa and Town 

of Brigham. 

c. Existing broadband service (15 points).   

MHTC’s application is proposing to serve an underserved area.  

d. Project impact (15 points).   

MHTC’s application proposes to serve an extremely rural high-cost area and deliver broadband to 70 

underserved locations.  Additionally, an ancillary benefit of upgrading three existing fixed wireless 

towers are significantly improved internet speed and capacity to approximately 206 rural fixed 

wireless locations   

e. Scalability (5 points).   

MHTC’s application demonstrates a commitment to increase the size or scope of its broadband 

network in the future and as part of this proposed project has incorporated spare fiber, ensured ease of 

future upgrades with the change of electronics and has sufficient bandwidth and facilities to increase 

capacity as a result of area growth and or expansion. 

f. Economic development (10 points).   

MHTC’s application demonstrates the potential to promote job growth or retention, expand the 

property tax base or improve the overall economic vitality of the municipality or region. 

g. Effect upon broadband service to adjacent areas (5 points).   

MHTC’s application demonstrates that it will not impair the ability of a competing broadband service 

provider to extend broadband service to areas adjacent to the proposed project shall receive priority. 

 

 

 

MHTC Grant Application List of Appendix Documents  

  

A. Demonstration of Service Available  

B. Support Letters, Economic Development, Impact on Telehealth, Impact on Education, and 

general letters of support and surveys  

C. MHTC Letter of Interest from RTFC  

D.  Public-Private Partnership with matching funds Resolution Iowa County  

E. Public-Private Partnership Agreement with matching funds Town of Brigham  
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Appendix-A: Demonstration of Service Available  

 

Thirty-six (36) of the residential locations that are depicted as served on the Wisconsin Broadband 

Map indicate “Frontier is not available” when researching each individual location.  A few examples 

are summarized immediately below. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Given the difficult topology along the Cty Rd K South corridor, which includes dense tree coverage, 

hills and valleys, fixed wireless line-of-sight signal is greatly inhibited.  This is shown in the signal 

propagation maps from MHTC’s equipment.  The following pictures are examples of such maps with 

existing locations in the project area that are very difficult or impossible for fixed wireless options.  

The areas that lack green or red shading indicate no fixed wireless service is available and validates 

the comments expressed in letter of support 09—Meyers (3110 K, below). 

 

 



19  
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Appendix-B:  Support Letters, Economic Development, Impact on Telehealth, Impact on 

Education and general letters of support and surveys 

 

Letter 01: 

 
January 25, 2022 

 

Re: Broadband Expansion Grant 

 

Dear Ms. Coker, 

 

I am a resident of Iowa County, Wisconsin and live on Urness Road. I am sending this letter in support of the Broadband 

Expansion Grant application by Mt. Horeb Telephone Company-MHTC. We are in full support of this fiber broadband 

deployment to provide service to unserved and underserved areas of our county, such as the area which we live in. 

 

Our current option for internet is wireless DSL through MHTC. They offer wireless speeds up to 100Mb, but we can only 

receive service of 10Mb at our home, even with a tower within a mile. While I understand that some homes are even more 

limited, but this is far slower than the 1000Mb than can be accessed in town- leaving rural internet users disadvantaged.  

 

For 9 years I worked remotely from home for a large Madison based company as a part time Customer Service agent. Four 

years ago, they changed to a VoIP phone system. In spite of great efforts on the part of MHTC and our removal of trees, 

we were not able to get a consistent signal for me to continue to work from home. I had to rent office space in Barneveld, 

pay for additional internet service and commute to my “remote” job—all due to the lack of quality internet. 

 

I also run our farm-based business. I sell wool and products from our 100 sheep through my website. To sell to fiber artists 

I use high quality photography of my products. It takes an enormous amount of time to add photos and maintain my 

website with the slow speed. Additionally, when I have a customer that requests more images, I am limited to sending 

small files. As video is becoming more and more important in social media and a company’s web presence my business is 

unable to keep up. It is just not possible to provide video with our current speed. This is what I mean when I state that rural 

citizens (businesses) are at a disadvantage.  

 

We had two family members trying to work from home during the pandemic. It was a constant issue to schedule who could 

use video conferencing and if it would work. With so many people working and schooling from home the divide between 

rural and city becomes even more clear.  

 

I have been unable to use video appointments with my physician, we could only maintain a phone conversation due to the 

lack of video quality with the internet speed. There are classes that I would like to offer my fiber customers online, but am 

prevented from doing so with our internet. When my children visit, they go to the coffee shop to work because our internet 

cannot support additional users. These are all things that those who live in town and have true high-speed internet do not 

need to think about.  

 

Please consider a grant to MHTC to bring fiber broadband service to our area. Having fast and reliable internet service in 

our area will allow us to compete as a business, and provide better options for work, education, and communication for the 

rural residents. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Tami and Dan Bowser 

7370 Urness Road 

Hollandale WI 53544 
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Letter 02: 
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Letter 03: 
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Letter 04: 
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Letter 05: 

 
Re: Broadband Expansion Grant 

 

Dear Ms. Coker, 

 

I live on County Road K, in Iowa County, Wisconsin. I am writing this letter of support for the Broadband 

Expansion Grant application by Mt. Horeb Telephone Company (MHTC). We are in full support of this fiber 

broadband deployment to provide this critical service to underserved communities, such as my own. 

 

We have been customers of MHTC since we built our home on County Road K. I pay over $70 a month for less 

than 8mb down on a line-of-sight wireless connection. Although the service is consistent, it does not meet the 

needs of me or my family…and we are considered lucky to have it. Neighbors across the street suffer even 

worse speeds and inconsistent service from other providers because they have no line-of-sight connection to the 

MHTC towers. As a commercial editor, I regularly need to download and process files that can be upwards of 

30 GB. It takes hours, sometimes an entire day. I have to plan in advance for every remote work day. My wife, 

Dr. Jill Underly (Wisconsin State Superintendent of Public Instruction) has to remote into conferences and 

interviews on almost a daily basis. Many times, she cannot use her webcam because of latency. In fact, she has 

had to drive into Madison to give remote interviews and appearances because our connection does not meet the 

minimum speed requirement. My two teenage children, as well as many other children who live along County 

Road K, could not and cannot not effectively remote into their classes. I do my best to regulate our bandwidth 

by disconnecting devices from our homes WiFi, but it only does so much. 

 

MHTC has worked with me over the years to try and improve our speeds. New antennas, adjusting the antenna, 

resetting the antenna, etc. I bear them no animosity because, as I stated before, our connection is slow but 

consistent. Other providers have no available ports or seats and cannot accommodate us. Satellite services don’t 

work because of weather interference. In short, our rural community has few options and is being left behind. 

 

MHTC is a local Wisconsin company and remains committed to Iowa County. I look forward to seeing them 

grow as a company and I believe in brand loyalty (especially local brands). Please consider a grant to MHTC to 

bring fiber broadband service to our area. Having fast, reliable internet service will provide our families the 

opportunity to remain competitive in a digital world. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
John K. Underly 

1838 County Road K 

Hollandale, WI 53544 
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Letter 06: 
 

Re: Broadband Expansion Grant 

 

Dear Ms. Coker, 

 

I am writing this letter of support for the Broadband Expansion Grant application by Mt. Horeb Telephone 

Company (MHTC). My family and I are in full support of this fiber broadband deployment to provide this 

critical service to underserved communities, such as our own.  

 

I’m writing this letter to you as the spouse of an employee dependent upon quality internet connections, a state 

elected official, and a parent of children who need access to online learning.  My family and I reside on County 

Trunk K, which connects Barneveld and US 151 to Hollandale, Wisconsin. It’s become an artery that connects 

the business routes of the very western parts of the Madison Metro-Area and Iowa County with southwestern 

Wisconsin communities. Just on our stretch of highway, we have numerous small business owners and many 

children. In my own home, my husband works from home on some of the same days that I do, and our children 

are sometimes home as well attempting to complete their schooling virtually. Sometimes all of us need the 

internet at the same time, and that causes problems for us to complete our work and be competitive in the 

quality of our services.  

 

To give you a sampling of my neighborhood, we live in between three small business owners. All of us use 

MHTC as our provider because it is the best and most responsive provider for our needs. For example, our 

neighbor to the north has numerous engineering patents and his spouse is a science journal writer. They work 

from their home. Our neighbors to the south own an international business in agricultural feeds, seeds, and 

grain. They work in Hollandale. Our neighbors across the road own one of the largest midwest regional 

directional drilling companies, and they are forced to commute to Lafayette County because their home does 

not have reliable high speed internet access unless it’s through their phone data. Long and short, our local 

economy suffers because we cannot stay competitive with internet speeds. There are days that I, a statewide 

elected official, cannot complete my duties remotely and I must travel to Madison and work from the office 

building. We cannot sustain this way of work if we cannot have competitive internet speeds.  

 

I have always thought that high speed internet should be a right and managed as a utility, just as running water 

or electricity is necessary for modern living and work. Our children, which our community is full of, must have 

access to the highest quality technology if they are to become competitive workers and innovators in our state’s 

economy. If they don’t have access to this technology, our community and our state will fall behind. We are 

committed to working with MHTC to bring our community into the 21st century so that it can be competitive 

with the growing economy all around us. It’s imperative for us, but it is also imperative for our children’s future 

as well.  

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Sincerely, 

 
Jill Underly 

1838 County Road K. Hollandale WI 
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Letter 07: 

 

Dear Ms. Steffany Powel Coker, 

 

I am a resident of Iowa County, WI, and I live on County Road K. I am sending this email in support 

of the Broadband Expansion Grant application by Mount Horeb Telephone Company (MHTC). If we 

were to get fiber service here, it would mean so much to our family and the other residents of this 

underserved area. 

 

Ironically, I tried for over a half hour to test our connection speed, but I had trouble connecting. Once I 

was finally able to test it, we had about 18 mbps download speed, and 4 mbps upload speed. At work, 

(in either Mount Horeb or Platteville), we typically get around 300 mbps or more. 

 

During the pandemic, my company purchased a laptop for me so that I could work from home, but 

after 1 week of struggling at home, I had to go back to working at the office. I couldn't get anything 

done. The internet was always cutting out, and even if I did have a connection, it was terribly slow. 

That week I had scheduled several zoom interviews, and each of them devolved into phone interviews 

because the video and audio feed kept freezing up. 

 

I'm very grateful that my children are young enough that they didn't have to do online learning these 

past 2 years. They would not have been able to do it at home. 

 

And finally, when it comes to personal internet use, it's very common for our TV programs to become 

blurry or pixelated. And some nights we can't stream anything. 

 

Please consider granting funds to MHTC to bring fiber service to our area. In this day and age, having 

good internet is a necessity. And we need this service so that our community doesn't fall behind. 

 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Regards, 

 

Estée Kitelinger 

2518 County Rd K 

Barneveld, WI 53507 

(608) 778-1274 

esteekitelinger@gmail.com 
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Letter 08: 

 
Re: Broadband Expansion Grant  
 
Dear Ms. Coker,  
 
I am a resident of Iowa County, Wisconsin and live at 2510 County Road K Barneveld in the Brigham Township. I am 
sending this letter in support of the Broadband Expansion Grant application by Mt. Horeb Telephone Company (MHTC). 
We are in full support of the fiber broadband deployment to provide service to the unserved areas of Iowa county, 
particularly along the very underserved county roads such as County Road K between Barneveld and Hollandale.  
The options for high-speed internet are extremely limited where my family and I live. Currently we use Excede Satellite 
service which costs $170.00 per month for internet service. Although I was promised up to 30 Mbps download speeds, I 
only get just under 10 Mbps download speeds on a good day and have gotten as little as 0.15 Mbps – yes, that was less 
than 1 Mbps download speed. I average 5 to 7 Mbps download speed and 1.5 Mbps upload. Additionally, I have a data 
cap that I flirt with exceeding monthly, although I do not see how the internet service provider can throttle my already 
anemic service any further. I work from home for a large software company and have team members spread across the 
globe whereby we routinely communicate using Microsoft Teams. Using the video capability inherent in Teams is 
challenging, my video feed is too fuzzy for my team to see me which forces me to use my phone as a wireless hot spot. 
This too causes challenges with data limits imposed by the wireless phone provider; video sucks up a lot of data. When I 
have important presentations to complete to clients and potential customers, I must drive into Madison to a friend’s 
house and borrow his internet feed to ensure I have a stable enough feed to support audio and video. Presentations to 
clients and potential customers can last up to four hours thus rendering my current internet and phone hot spot 
inadequate to meet the challenge. In addition, when I am working, no one else in the household can be on the internet at 
the same time since I do not have the bandwidth to support multiple devices. Video streaming was a luxury we once 
enjoyed freely, now we can only have one device streaming video at any given time due to the bandwidth issues and not 
when I am working.  
I have investigated other options for internet service. My house is surrounded by trees and hills not allowing line of sight 
for DSL, my current provider cannot increase my bandwidth, as stated in their literature, they provide up to 30 Mbps 
download with no guarantee of reaching that speed. I have also researched SkyNet service but as it turns out that is not 
an option due to the number of trees to the north of my property that would need to be removed as well as several trees 
on my neighbor’s property that will interfere with reception from low earth orbit satellites. I was encouraged that relief 
was on the way when I saw fiber being laid along the state roads around the local communities but was disheartened 
when I found out that majority of the county roads were not part of the current expansion.  
Please consider a grant to MHTC to bring fiber broadband service in our area. Having reliable high-speed internet service 
will provide those of us living here greater quality of life and enable us the flexibility to support work, school, and social 
activities from home without having to expose us to unnecessary risk whether it is poor winter road conditions of the 
next COVID-19 variant.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Allan Nelson  
2510 County Road K  
Barneveld WI, 53507  
allan.w.nelson@outlook.com 
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Letter 09: 
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Letter 10: 
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Letter 11: 
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Letter 12: 

 
Dear Ms. Coker,  

 I am a resident of Iowa County, Wisconsin and live on County Rd K. I am sending this letter of support 

for the Broadband Expansion Grant Application by Mt. Horeb Telephone Company (MHTC). We are in full 

support of this fiber broadband deployment to provide service to unserved area of out county such as the one in 

which we live.  

 Our options for high-speed internet are limited and really quite pitiful. Currently we use Frontier DSL, 

which cost us about $60.00 per month for internet service. The best download speeds we can get(with the best 

modem we can get) are about 14mbs, and the best upload speeds are 1.31mbs. These speeds make it 

problematic for us in many ways. During the     Covid-19 pandemic, I had been forced to work from home, and 

participating in video conferences, along with phone calls is difficult. There were times my wife was on an 

important phone call trough work and with the spotty internet, her calls were dropped as she has to use the 

internet for phone. Also, with my business, it make it very difficult for me to communicate with potential 

customers with the lack of internet service. loading large electronic files or accessing large documents or simply 

installing necessary software updates is increasingly slow and sometimes impossible. Because out internet 

speeds are so slow, even turning on Certain LED lights in our house, using our treadmill, or using the 

microwave create enough interference to prevent the use of the internet in our house. Outside of work, steaming 

movies or television shows can be very unstable, pauses, bumps, and reduced resolution. This also goes with 

kids having to do virtual school as well, it make is very difficult for them to join classes virtually with the slow 

internet. Also with the lack of service frontier providers, it can be several days that we could be with out 

internet before it is resolved and working again. We have gone multiple days without service and had to find 

different working options when trying to run a business along with my wife working from home, have to find 

another location to work from that has privacy as she needs it for the job she has.  

 Several time a year, we investigate possible new options. Out house (like many others in our hilly area) 

is located in a valley, and MHTC has been to our home and confirmed that we don’t have line of sight to towers 

which would allow us to use “wireless” DSL. Our cellular date coverage is limited in our valley, so using our 

phones as wi-fi hotspots isn’t a practical option. We could try to be “beta testers” for a satellite service which 

would cost us $500 up front for equipment, $100 a month with no promise that our service would be much 

better than what we have with our current provider. When we called Frontier and talked to them about better 

options, the Lady (Stephnai), stated that we are at our max speed already, which is 12Mbps down and 1Mbps 

up. She also stated that they are trying to switch everyone over to fiber, but didn’t have a timefront so it makes 

it hard to believe that they would be able to do this anytime soon. MHTC has reible service, as we have bed it in 

the past when we lived in a different location, and would be very helpful with the many different aspects we 

need the internet for.  

  

Please consider a grant to MHTC to bring fiber in our area. My wife and I are certainly not the only 

ones struggling with decent internet service in our area. Having reliable, fast internet will provice those of us 

living here with flexible work options and the ability to communicate with others efficiently.  

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Robby Schlimgen 

3833 County Rd K, Barneveld WI, 53507 

(608)574-3409 

Schlimgenra@gmail.com 
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Appendix-C:  MHTC Letter of Interest from RTFC  
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Appendix-D:  Public-Private Partnership with matching funds Resolution Iowa County  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 7-322 

 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP TO FACILITATE 

THE DEPLOYMENT OF AFFORDABLE, RELIABLE, HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 

SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, access to affordable, reliable, high-speed broadband services, including for 

residential, commercial, and governmental use, provides enhanced educational possibilities, furthers 

workforce development opportunities, and stimulates economic development within the County; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County's residents increasingly depend on their ability to access affordable, 

reliable, high-speed broadband services to improve their economic and financial position, to enhance their 

social networking capabilities, and to meet their basic consumer needs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County's businesses rely on their ability to access affordable, reliable, high 

speed broadband services to effectively compete in a global economy; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County's ability to timely deliver cost-effective governmental services to its 

residents, including emergency medical services and law enforcement protection, is enhanced by its 

ability to access affordable, reliable, high-speed broadband; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County, along with its residents and businesses, desire expanded access to 

affordable, reliable, high-speed broadband services to effectively deliver basic services to its residents, 

to more fully engage in commerce, and to better compete in a global economy; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County's topography and population density has made it cost-prohibitive for 

private sector development of a reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband network throughout the 

County; and 

 

WHEREAS, as a result, many areas of the County have limited or no access to affordable, reliable, 

high-speed broadband services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County desires to develop and implement a plan to facilitate the provision of 

reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband services to residents and businesses throughout the County; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the County believes that cooperation with private-sector partners is necessary for the 

development of a county-wide broadband network that meets the needs of the County, its residents, and 

its businesses; and 

 

WHEREAS, MH Telecom, LLC, doing business as MHTC, is an ISP with experience providing 

reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband services to underserved and unserved communities throughout 

Wisconsin for commercial, governmental, and emergency response purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, MHTC is able to and desires to assist the County with the development of a plan 

to facilitate the deployment of reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband services throughout the 

County; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County believes that the economic activity and public benefits likely to occur 

as a result of the development and deployment of a reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband network 

throughout the County constitutes a valid public purpose; and 
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WHEREAS, the Parties desire to work together for the mutual benefit of the County's residents, 

businesses, government, and emergency responders by jointly developing a plan to facilitate the 

provision of reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband services throughout the County. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Iowa County Board of Supervisors authorizes 

and directs the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, or his designee, to enter into a Public-Private 

Partnership agreement, in accordance with Iowa County Policy 309, by executing a Memorandum of 

Understanding ("MOU"), attached as Exhibit A, with MHTC expressing the Parties' desire and intent 

to develop a plan to construct, develop, and deploy high-speed internet infrastructure to facilitate the 

provision of affordable, reliable, high-speed internet services throughout the County. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa County Board of Supervisors authorizes and directs 

staff to immediately enter into negotiations with MHTC to develop a comprehensive plan, including all 

necessary agreements and other documentation, setting forth all relevant aspects necessary for the parties to 

jointly, or in partnership, construct, develop, and deploy high-speed internet infrastructure throughout the 

County. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Iowa County Board of Supervisors authorizes and directs 

staff to immediately take steps to develop and prepare not later than March 17, 2022, a complete 

Broadband Expansion Grant Application, or similar grant application, as appropriate, including all  

necessary agreements and other documentation, in partnership with MHTC, for anticipated joint 

submission to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin not later than March 17, 2022. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all plans, applications, and Agreements referenced  herein shall 

not become effective unless and until each has received approval by the Board of Supervisors in 

accordance with Iowa County's General Code of Ordinances and/or as otherwise required by law. 

 

 
 

Respectfully submitted by the Executive Committee. 
 

-t]! 
Adopted by the Iowa County Board of Supervisors this /5 day of fYl  , 2022. 

'-  

 
 
 

 

ohnM. Meyers, Chairman 

Iowa County Board of Supervisors 

 
Attest: 

 
 

Iowa County 

KrisiyCpurley!erk 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN IOWA COUNTY, WISCONSIN AND MHTC ESTABLISHING A PUBLIC 

PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP TO FACILITATE THE DEPLOYMENT OF AFFORDABLE, 

RELIABLE, HIGH-SPEED INTERNET THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY 
 

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ("MOU") is made and entered into this 15th day of 

March, 2022, by and between IOWA COUNTY, WISCONSIN (the "County"), a political 

subdivision of the State of Wisconsin with its principal office located at 222 North Iowa Street, 

Dodgeville, Wisconsin, 53533; and MH Telecom, LLC, doing business as MHTC, a Wisconsin 

corporation certified by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin as an Alternative 

Telecommunications Utility to provide telecommunications service in Wisconsin with its principal 

office located at 305 North Iowa Street, Dodgeville, Wisconsin, 53533 (collectively, the "Parties"). 

 
RECITALS 

 
WHEREAS, the County, a certified Broadband Forward! Community, seeks to promote 

the development of affordable, reliable, high-speed broadband service within its boundaries for the 

public purpose of supporting its residents' desired quality of life and its businesses' need to compete 

in a global economy; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County believes that the economic activity and public benefits likely to 

be generated by studying, analyzing, developing, and, ultimately, providing reliable, affordable,  

high-speed broadband services throughout the County constitutes a valid public purpose; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County has areas that are underserved or unserved by affordable, reliable, 

high-speed broadband service; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County desires to expand its residents' and businesses' access to 

affordable, reliable, high-speed broadband service; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County has requested to partner with MHTC, in accordance with Iowa 

County Policy 309, to establish a Public-Private Partnership agreement to produce and implement 

a plan that will result in the development and deployment of affordable, reliable, high-speed 

broadband service throughout the County (the "Project"); and 

 

WHEREAS, MHTC is an ISP with experience providing reliable, affordable, high-speed 

broadband access to underserved and unserved communities throughout Wisconsin for 

commercial, governmental, and emergency response purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties intend that the County, with MHTC as its private-sector partner, 

may develop and submit, not later than March 17, 2022, a complete Broadband Expansion Grant 

Application, or similar application, to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (the "PSC") in 

furtherance of the expansion of broadband service throughout the County; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County desires to enter into negotiations with MHTC to develop and 

implement a plan to provide affordable, high-speed broadband service throughout the County (the 

"Broadband Expansion Plan"), subject only to those limitations under the County's ordinances and 

Wisconsin and federal law; and 
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WHEREAS, the Parties acknowledge that this MOU is merely a representation of the 

Parties' desire to develop, construct and provide broadband services throughout the County and 

does not constitute an authorization, express or otherwise, for the County to construct, own, or 

operate any facility for providing video service, telecommunications service, or broadband service, 

directly or indirectly, to the public; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Parties acknowledge that the terms of this MOU may be subject to 

modification in order to assure compliance with the County's ordinances, state regulatory agencies' 

guidance and rules, and Wisconsin and federal law. 

 

 
The Parties to this MOU acknowledge the foregoing recitals and a!:,rree to participate in and perform 

the following actions: 

 
GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

 

I. Preliminary Agreement. This MOU is a preliminary agreement between the Parties and, 

unless expressly stated otherwise, is not intended to create a binding agreement to 

finance, provide, maintain, develop, construct, or otherwise obligate the Parties to build 

or operate a broadband network within the County. 

 
II. Partie•  Support for the Project. Notwithstanding any law, rule, guidance, ordinance, 

or conflicting provision contained herein, the Parties do hereby express support for 

the provisions contained within this MOU. The Parties acknowledge that the Project 

may not materialize despite their best efforts. 

 
III. Good Faith Negotiations. The Parties agree to identify and pursue all reasonable 

alternatives to effect the intent of this MOU and, where possible, take affirmative steps 

to implement those alternatives. The Parties further agree to voluntarily comply with 

the provisions of this MOU and, upon approval of the Broadband Expansion Plan by 

both Parties' respective governing bodies, negotiate in good faith to finalize and adopt 

a Final Broadband Expansion Plan Agreement that is separate and distinct from this 

MOU and which authorizes the Parties to construct and operate an affordable, reliable, 

high-speed broadband network throughout the County. 

 
CV.   Preliminary Costs. The Parties agree that unless otherwise expressly agreed to in writing, 

each Party will be responsible for its own expenses incurred in furtherance of this 

MOU. 

 

V. Public Purpose. The Parties acknowledge that the expansion of broadband service 

throughout the County will provide a public benefit to the County, its residents, and its 

businesses. Accordingly, the Parties agree to cooperate with one another, and diligently 

undertake all reasonable actions and execute all reasonable efforts to secure funding to 

advance the Project. 
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OBLIGATIONS OF THE PARTIES 

 

VI. Preliminary Preparations. The Parties shall make all reasonable efforts to 

independently and collaboratively engage all stakeholders necessary to study, analyze, 

and execute the provisions of this MOU, including, but not limited to, the PSC, industry 

stakeholders, telecommunications providers, financial advisors, legal counsel, and 

other professionals, as necessary to realize the Project. 

 
VIL Broadband Ex.pan ion Grant Application. The Parties agree to work collaboratively to jointly 

prepare a complete Broadband Expansion Grant Application, or similar application, 

with the intent to submit the completed Broadband Expansion Grant Application (the 

"Application") to the PSC no later than March 17, 2022. 

 
VIII. Preliminary Broadband Expansion Plan. The Parties shall make all reasonable efforts 

to develop a Preliminary Broadband Expansion Plan, the purpose of which shall be to 

describe, locate, develop, and deploy reliable, affordable, high-speed broadband 

service throughout the County. The Parties agree to work together to jointly develop 

the Preliminary Broadband Expansion Plan and the complete Application. 

 
IX. Preliminary Broadhand Expan ion Plan ppro al. After developing the Preliminary 

Broadband Expansion Plan and complete Application, the Parties shall submit the 

Preliminary Broadband Expansion Plan and complete Application to their respective 

governing bodies for consideration and approval. 

 

X. Broadband Expansion Plan Agreement. Should both Parties' respective governing 

bodies approve the Preliminary Broadband Expansion Plan and complete Application, 

the Parties shall submit the complete Application to the PSC. Should the PSC award 

the Parties' the requested grant amount, the Parties shall use reasonable efforts to 

negotiate the specific terms of the Preliminary Broadband Expansion Plan in a 

Broadband Expansion Plan Agreement. Development, approval, and execution of the 

Broadband Expansion Plan Agreement shall be separate and distinct from this MOU 

and shall be subject to and conditioned upon successful negotiations between the 

Parties and approval by both Parties' respective governing bodies. 

 
XL   Costs. Parties acknowledge that all costs borne by the Parties in executing this MOU shall 

be the sole liability of the Party that incurred the costs, unless otherwise agreed to in 

writing. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

 
XII. Duration and Termination. The Parties are entitled to terminate this MOU immediately 

upon written notice to the other Party. Unless one or both Parties, or a court of law, 

terminates or invalidates this MOU, this MOU shall remain in full force and effect until the 

Parties' obligations described hereunder are completed. 
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XIII. Non-Binding Effect. The Parties acknowledge that unless expressly stated otherwise, 

this MOU is not a binding agreement, and the obligations and rights of the Parties are 

yet to be negotiated and memorialized through the adoption of the Broadband 

Expansion Plan Agreement. The Broadband Expansion Plan Agreement shall not 

become effective unless and until it is approved by both Parties' respective governing 

bodies. 

 
XIV. Di claimer. The Parties acknowledge that this MOU does not obligate either Party to 

provide, construct, finance, or develop a broadband network within the County or to 

execute a Broadband Expansion Plan Agreement. The Parties further acknowledge that 

the provisions of this MOU shall not be relied upon nor construed as an inducement for 

either party to take any action(s) or incur any costs not explicitly set forth by this MOU. 

 
XV. Representations and Warrantie . The Parties acknowledge that this MOU does not 

create a financial obligation between the Parties. The Parties further acknowledge 

that this MOU does not guarantee completion of the Broadband Expansion Plan or 

execution of a Broadband Expansion Plan Agreement. Nor does this MOU represent a 

financing guarantee between a potential lender and a potential buyer. Any financing 

terms referenced in this MOU shall become effective only upon the development and 

ratification of the Broadband Expansion Plan Agreement by both Parties' respective 

governing bodies. The Parties acknowledge that the Broadband Expansion Plan 

Agreement is separate and distinct from this MOU. 

 

XVI. Confidentiality. Because of the competitive nature of the broadband industry, the 

County acknowledges that certain information MHTC provides to the County may be 

proprietary and, if specified as such, should be treated by the County as confidential 

and shall not be disclosed to third parties unless required by law. 

 
XVII. Amendments. This MOU may not be amended or modified, except in writing, by 

mutual agreement of the Parties. 
 

XVIII. Governing Law. This MOU is intended to be performed in the State of Wisconsin and 

shall be construed and enforced by the laws of the State of Wisconsin. 

 
XIX. Counterpart . This MOU may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of 

which shall be an original, and all of which together shall be one and the same 

instrument. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused the execution of this MOU by 

the authority of their respective governing bodies and/or authorized signatory as an expression of 

the Parties' formal intent. 

 
 

[Signature pages follow]
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RESOLUTION NO. 8-322 

 
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF 

WISCONSIN BROADBAND GRANT APPLICATIONS AND MATCHING FUNDS 

COMMITMENT FOR BROADBAND PROJECTS 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Iowa County Board of Supervisors has declared that the economic activity and 

public benefits likely to occur as a result of the development and deployment of a reliable, affordable, 

high-speed broadband network throughout Iowa County constitutes a valid public purpose; and 

 

WHEREAS, Iowa County, a certified Broadband Forward! Community, seeks to promote the 

development of high-speed broadband services to unserved and underserved areas within its 

boundaries and believes that cooperation with private-sector partners is necessary for the 

development of a county-wide broadband network that meets the needs of the County, its residents, 

and its businesses; and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 15, 2022, Iowa County entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with 

MH Telecom, LLC, doing business as MHTC, establishing a public private partnership ("PPP") to 

facilitate the deployment of affordable, reliable, high-speed internet service throughout Iowa County 

("MOU"); and 

 
WHEREAS, attached as Exhibit A is the Preliminary Broadband Expansion Plan, which includes 

Grant Applications for three separate projects ("Grant Application Projects 1, 2, and 3") that MHTC 

and Iowa County staff have developed to further Iowa County's goal of improving broadband access 

throughout the County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Grant Applications require that PPP partners make a commitment of matching 

funds for their proposed broadband projects; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the MOU and in furtherance of the Grant Application Projects, MHTC, 

with Iowa County as its public partner, have been preparing grant applications to submit to the Public 

Service Commission of Wisconsin ("PSCW"); and 

 
WHEREAS, MHTC estimates that portion of Project 1 geographically located in Iowa County will 

cost $7,972,400.00 ("Estimated Project Cost"). MHTC intends to request 75% of the Estimated Project 

Cost in its application to the Grant Program for Project 1. MHTC estimates that the Estimated Project 

Cost for Project 2 will be $1,220,810.00. MHTC intends to request 60% of the Estimated Project 

Cost in its application to the Grant Program for Project 2. MHTC estimates that the Estimated Project 

Cost for Project 3 will be $260,132.62. MHTC intends to request 50% of the Estimated Project Cost 

in its application to the Grant Program for Project 3. MHTC will fund, or obtain funding through 

partners, consumers, and matching funding, for the remaining funding for each project not covered 

by the Grant Program. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Iowa County Board of Supervisors that Iowa 

County's commitment of matching funds to support the Grant Applications shall be realized as follows: 

 
1. In the Grant Applications, Iowa County's share of the matching contribution will be in an 

amount not to exceed the following for the County: 

a. Grant Application Project 1, if the project is awarded by the PSCW, Iowa County 

agrees to fund $597,930.00 towards the portion of the project geographically 

located within Iowa County; 

b. Grant Application Project 2, if the project is awarded by the PSCW, Iowa County 

agrees to fund $146,497.00; and 

c. Grant Application Project 3, if the project is awarded by the PSCW, Iowa County 
agrees to fund $38,117.00. 

2. Iowa County shall pay to MHTC the amount described above within 30 days of all the 

following conditions being met: 

a. MHTC is awarded a grant for the Projects from the PSCW Grant Program; 

b. MHTC completes construction of the Projects by the end of the 2025 calendar 

year; and 

c. MHTC provides to the County a statement from a person authorized by MHTC to 

do so that the each Project, as installed, has been successfully tested, that the 

Project is capable of providing speeds of up to 1 gigabyte, and the Project is 

available to offer service to any and all locations in the Project area. 

3. Iowa County and MHTC both agree to provide and share with each other, on a timely 

basis, the necessary reporting information required to justify and use, or be reimbursed 

by, the PSCW grant funding or any other funding source. 

4. Additional terms and conditions between the parties will be included in a separate 

Broadband Expansion Plan Agreement, to be developed and executed after the 

successful awarding of the PSCW grant. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Iowa County Administrator is hereby authorized to review, 

modify, and approve any further Grant Application revisions necessary to complete the Grant 

Applications so that they may be timely filed with the PSCW. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted by the Executive Committee. 

 
Adopted by the Iowa County Board of Supervisors this 15th day of March, 2022. 
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Attest: 
 

Iowa County 

 

Kristy K. Spurley,lerk 



49 

 

 

Exhibit A 
 

Grant Application Project #1 

 
The below map identifies unserved/underserved areas per PSC mapping: 

 

• The dark blue shaded area is unserved territory 

• The light blue shaded area is underserved territory 

• The dark orange outline is the proposed grant area 
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Grant Application Project #2 

 

 

 

 

The map on the right identifies mainline fiber distribution for Hwy K South 

proposed grant area with fixed wireless towers 

• The green line indicates the project mainline fiber route 

• Fixed Wireless towers indicated with red circle 

• You will notice that the_majority_of this area is considered served 

which MHTC is prepared to challenge 
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Grant Application Project #3 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

' 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The map to the left Indicates mainline fiber distribution for the proposed 

Green Leaf Glen project. 

The map below indicates the area is considered served and MHTC is 

prepared to challenge this 
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Appendix-E:  Public-Private Partnership Agreement with matching funds Town of Brigham  
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